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Southern Presbyterian Hospitality 


By JESSE HAYS BAIRD 
Moderator of the Presbyterian, USA, General Assembly 


HAVE been deeply touched by the warm Christian 
love and fellowship which have been shown me 
by leaders of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States during my stay in Atlanta, April 8. 


I went to Atlanta to attend meetings in our 
Covenant Church, of which the Rev. Herman L. 
Turner is pastor. Spring was in the air—it was 
bursting through again—the forests were filled with 
blooming dogwood, and the redbirds were singing. 
The lawns were green, the leaves were coming out on 
the trees. The temperature was at about 70 degrees. 
I could not help but appreciate the beautiful weather 
and the beauty of the surroundings. 


The Covenant Church people were splendid in 
their hospitality, but what impressed me most was the 
extraordinary hospitality shown to me by the South- 
ern Presbyterians. In the forenoon I spoke at the 
Columbia Theological Seminary at the invitation of 
the seminary. The seminary has a fine faculty and 
an enrollment of about 115 students. Both faculty 
and students wére more than cordial. . . . At noon 
{there was| . . . a luncheon for me which was attended 
by a large group of pastors, the majority of whom were 
from the U. S. church. 


In the evening.at 6:00 there was a dinner in the 
Covenant Church, with many in attendance from both 
the U. S. church and our church. Perhaps the most 
impressive thing about the dinner was the table in 
front of the speakers’ table at which sat the top-rank- 
ing leaders of the U. S. General Assembly, as well as 
Prominent local pastors. Then followed a popular 
meeting in a well-filled church. 


It all added up to this: Whatever may remain to 
desired in the technical union of these churches 
avery real and very beautiful spiritual unity now 
exists. God bless the U. S. Church!—From Monday 


Morning, a weekly magazine for Presbyterian, U. S. A., 
Ministers. 





IN THIS ISSUE 


ON THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES 


DALLAS CHURCH RECEIVES 
NEGRO MEMBER 


HOLMES ROLSTON NAMED 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION EDITOR 


CUMMING TAKES FOREIGN 
MISSIONS STAFF POSITION 


COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS ARE 
NAMED BY COLLEGES 


FOR BETTER FOR WORSE 
By Kenneth J. Foreman 


EDITORIALS— 
New Leaders Appointed 
Know the USA Church 
Chart of Progress 
Church and Civil Rights 


BETTY CURRIE TO JOIN RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION STAFF 














Letters to the Editors 





Methodist Calls Big Churches “Liability” 





Babel: ‘‘Let Us Build Us a Tower; 
Let Us Make Us a Name...’’ 


TO THE EDITOR: 

Forty-one years ago our General Con- 
ference sought to provide for a comfor- 
table support for the retired man and 
other dependents of our ministry, but our 
conference has repeatedly nullified the 
disciplinary provisions to carry out the 
so-called “sacred obligation.” In nearly 
all other respects our conference has 
ranked high among the great conferences. 
But in its loyalty to the provisions for 
the care of the claimants it has been very 
low. 

I have tried to 
Why?t 

Thirty years ago our conference had a 
larger productive endowment than any 
other conference in our connection, and 
much effort has been made to increase the 
endowment funds. (Read Genesis 11:1-9.) 

Many have gloried in the fact that we 
have 22 big charges having more than a 
thousand active members—a total of 39,- 
044 active members. Our minutes of 1948 
will show that these big charges gave a 
per capita contribution less than a half 
of what the per capita contributions 
were for pastoral, district superintendent, 
bishop and claimants of the active mem- 
bers of all of the other conference charges. 
I did not believe it myself until I had 
proved it several times. Any charge with 
more than 500 active members is very apt 
to become a liability rather than an 


answer the question, 
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YOUR GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


suggests: 
“... all service flags to be taken down 
-., and replaced possibly with perma- 
nent plaques honoring those who 
served in the armed forces and in 
memory of those who died in the serv- 
ice of their country.” 


HONOR WAR HEROES WITH 
PERMANENT PLAQUES 


Everlasting Bronze 
Plaques and Tablets 
BY NEWMAN 


Hand-chased, hand-tooled by mas- 
ter craftsmen skilled in creating 
beautiful memorials. 

FREE Catalog in colors, 
recommendations and esti- 
mates of cost sent gladly, 
without obligation. 














NEWMAN BROTHERS, Inc. 
Dept. 32 Cincinnati 8, Ohio 











asset in carrying on the mission of the 
church... . 
JOHN E. MEALLEY. 
Port Huron, Mich. 


(From the Michigan Christian Advocate.) 


Opening of the Assembly 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The 89th General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, US, will convene at 
Montreat, N. C., 7:30 P. M., Thursday, May 
26. The opening sermon will be delivered 
by the Moderator, Dr. C. Darby Fulton. 
The Stated Clerk will enroll commis- 
sioners in the Auditorium on Thursday. 
Blue Books were mailed May 12. Com- 
missioners are requested to read them 
earefully. 

E. C. SCOTT 
Stated Clerk. 
Dallas, Texas. 


Ministers Don’t Stand Still Either 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Woe to the Church if the people have 
become afraid of their ministering serv- 
ants! 

Shouldn’t we stop and think a little and 
realize that the question of limited pas- 
torates is not to be solved by rearrang- 
ing the regulations of the books of order 
and changing employment regulations? I 
think our problem, if we face it honestly, 
ean be found in mistaken spirituality 
among our ministry. Please let the fact 
that this letter is not anonymous indicate 
that this criticism is made with construc- 
tive intent. 

What is the purpose of the ministry? 
To serve God. How? By serving his peo- 
ple. How are his people to be served ac- 
cording to his will? It is the minister’s 
responsibility to answer that question in 
his work, Actually, his work is his an- 
swer. 

Here is my hypothesis: The misfit minis- 
ter is the one who is either unwilling or 
unable to mold himself to the needs of 
his people. In either case, to “pass the 
buck” does little toward advancing the 
cause of the greater Church. 

One of the primary characteristics of 
the spiritual man is a determined interest 
in seeing and correcting his own mistakes. 
If he recognizes enough of his own mis- 
takes, of which each of us has an abun- 
dant supply, then he may be the possessor 
of enough humility to help others discover 
and correct theirs. The changed deed is 
indicative of the changed life. 

When a minister continually improves 
himself as a man and his preaching as a 
spokesman for truth his ministry will not 
grow old. He will increase his wisdom 
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and his leadership ability. He will be the 
shepherd of a flock of the Lord’s sheep 
who leads continually to greener pastures, 
His gospel will not wear out after four 
or five years. He will be a trusted leader 
whose presence is desired. Through it al) 
he will have to be alert spiritually, an 
other-worldly figure working construc. 
tively on the relationship between God ang 
his fellowmen. 

I have heard from a number of pulpits: 
“You don’t stand still. Wither you are 
becoming a better Christian or you are 
becoming a worse one.” For those of us 
who are trying to fill the people’s spirit. 
ual needs the statement is just as true, 

V. B. McGEHBE, 

Washington, N. C. 


Moving Ministers 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 
LET’S IMAGINE: 

August becoming the commonly ac. 
cepted “moving time” for ministers in the 
Presbyterian Church; 

Sessions desiring a change of ministers 
making confidential requests in connec- 
tion with their annual reports; 


Ministers desiring changes in fields of — 


service likewise making confidential re- 
quests at the end of the church year; 

Moderators of the General Assembly 
working on a small committee that func- 
tions during June, July and August each 
year (with no member serving more than 
three years) to facilitate as many of those 
changes as practicable on an Assembly- 
wide basis; 

Enough thought and effort given to 
adapting and working such a plan to 
remedy our present difficulties without 
violating the basic principles of Presby- 
terianism! VIRGINIA MINISTER. 





APPLIES TO ALL LIFE 


In describing the church in Com- 
munist-controlled countries, at the re 
cent Symposium on Christian Responsi- 
bility in World Affairs in New York, W. 
A. Visser ’t Hooft maintained that per- 
secution of the church at present was 
different from persecution suffered dur- 
ing the early stages of the Russian revo- 
lution. 

He said the Communists were follow- 
ing a “policy of domestication” by at- 
tempting to strip the churches of all ac- 
tivities except those of preaching and 
worship. 

“It is clear that the churches cannot 
accept this extremely limited view,” he 
asserted. “They must stand by the 
strong and clear declarations made at 
the World Council’s Amsterdam Assem- 
bly that it is not merely the privilege 
but the duty of the churches to proclaim 
the Christian faith to all aspects of 8% 
cial and international life.” 


GOWNS 


«Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 
Vestments 





iw a 
H i Sy Embroideries - 
- Communion 


-_ 
fo Of teelemel, | REQUEST 


CHURCH GOODS 
SUPPLY COMPANY 


3 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7. P 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as_ second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, V2. unde? 


the act of March 3, 1879. 
Richmond 19, Virginia. 


Telephone 2-9492. 


10c a copy, $4.00 a year. 


Published weekly on Monday at Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, 
Foreign postage $1 extra. 








——_ beeelCUC 


— 


— — & G& oO mw CO 


— 


oo 


> & oo wz 








b the 


ures. 
four 
fader 
it all 
yr, an 
truc- 
i and 


lpits: 
| are 
l are 
of us 
pirit- 
1e. 


y at- 
in the 


isters 
ynnec- 


lds of 
al re- 


sembly 
func- 
t each 
e than 
r those 
embly- 


yen to 
lan to 
vithout 
-resby- 
TER. 


sponsi- 
rk, W. 
at per- 
nt was 
od dur- 
n revo- 


follow- 
by at- 
7 all ac- 











The Presbuceri 


OLD IN SERVICE 


Established 1819 


an Outlook 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Vol. 181. No. 21. May 23, 1949 


1 North Sixth St., Richmond 19, Virginia 








Completed Plan of 
Reunion Sent to All 
Ministers and Sessions 


Deferred Proposal Will 
Await Assembly’s Action 


Ministers and clerks of Sessions have 
received copies of the completed Plan 
of Reunion of the Presbyterian 
Churches, US and USA, as instructed by 
the 1948 Assembly. This plan, com- 
pleted by last March 1, appears to be 
practically as it was when presented last 
year, with only minor changes. 

In an introduction which is not a part 
of “The Plan,’’ the committee lists and 
pays tribute to the USA and US mem- 
bers of the negotiating group who have 
died since the first appointment by the 
Assembly of 1937: From the USA: 
Lewis S. Mudge, J. Ross Stevenson, 
Robert E. Speer, Thos. D. McCloskey; 
from the US: Thomas W. Currie, I. C. 
H. Champney, Edwin N. Caldwell, Archi- 
bald Currie, Willis M. Everett, Charles 
G. Rose, and Arthur S. Dayton. 

The USA church, the committee says, 
was the only Presbyterian or Reformed 
group which responded favorably to the 
Assembly’s initial invitation to consider 
a united church. 

It is explained that a joint drafting 
committee was appointed to prepare a 








: : 


YOUTH LEADER—Betty (Elizabeth 
J.) Currie, Austin, Texas, graduating 
from the Assembly’s Training School, 
will succeed Henrietta Thompson as 
assistant director of youth work 
(Seniors), of the Religious Education 
Committee. She begins June 1. 





EDITOR—Holmes Rolston (above) pas- 
tor of the West Avenue church, Char- 
lotte, N. O., has been elected editor-in- 
chief of the Executive Committee of Re- 
ligious Education, succeeding John L. 
Fairly, now director of the educational 
program. Dr. Rolston will take up his 
new duties June 1. 





Constitution for a re-united church ‘“‘and 
of such additional articles of agreement 
as would be deemed necessary to insure 
full protection of the rights of the two 
churches.”’ For the basis of the constitu- 
tion, the committee went back to the 
Constitution of the undivided church 
prior to 1861 and added such later items 
as were jointly agreed upon. In 1943 
the first plan was presented to the two 
Assemblies; since that time there have 
been two revised editions. 

The committee quotes the action of 
the two Assemblies of last year to in- 
dicate ‘‘the status of negotiations at the 
time this edition’’ is reported: The US 
Assembly holding the plan in abeyance 
except for its provision for acquaintance 
and cooperation, and the USA Assem- 
bly reporting practical completion of the 
plan and encouraging “interchange and 
cooperation between ministers and peo- 
ple of the two churches.” 

In a preliminary paragraph as a sort 
of dedication, the plan says: “‘To the 
Glory of God and in reliance on divine 
guidance, we present the following Plan 
of Reunion. It seeks to preserve the 
principles of the undivided church and 
of the current constitutions of the two 
churches, that in the reunited church 
our Presbyterian heritage will render a 
richer ministry in making glad the City 
of God. With prayer we submit this 
plan to the guiding Spirit of the Mas- 
ter.” 





Committee of USA 
Church Completes 
Report on Structure 


Proposes Regional Synods 
In Decentralization Move 


When the Presbyterian, USA, General 
Assembly meets May 19 in Buffalo, N. 
Y., it will be confronted with an im- 
portant report of a large committee 
which has been studying “Church Struc- 
ture, Organization and Functioning.” 
Like the Presbyterian, US, committee, 
this one was authorized two years ago, 
but unlike the US committee’s report 
(OUTLOOK, May 16) the USA study 
covers only 59 printed pages and has 
only 61 recommendations (The US re- 
port is 107 pages long with 140 recom- 
mendations). 


Among the USA recommendations, the 
following are considered to be of more 
than ordinary significance: 


1. The reduction of the number of 
synods by the creation of regional sy- 
nods having approximately 200,000 
church members in each. This, it is 
explained, will be an important step in 
the decentralization of administration as 
well as in more nearly equalizing the 
synods. 

2. The biennial instead of annual 
meeting of the General Assembly. Two 


ELECTED—D. J. Cumming (above), 

missionary to Korea since 1918 and act- 

ing educational secretary of Foreign 

Missions during the past year, has been 

named educational secretary by the ex- 

ecutive committee. He succeeds H. Kerr 
Taylor in this position. 








members, however, have filed a minority 
report calling for annual meetings. It 
is also proposed that commissioners to 
the Assembly be elected for two con- 
secutive terms. 

3. In the work of the General Coun- 
cil it is proposed that direction be given 
to the promotion of benevolence and 
stewardship, public relations, publicity, 
radio and motion pictures, promotion 
and development of the church’s official 
publications, development of men’s and 
women’s organizations, and the planning 
of long-range for the entire 
church. The Council would 
more nearly act as an executive commit- 
tee than it has before. 


strategy 
General 


4. The Department of Church Co- 
operation and Union, it is recommended, 
would be replaced by a Permanent Com- 
mission on Inter-Church Relations. 

5. It is suggested that the nominat- 
ing committee of the Assembly shall also 
present three nominations for the mod- 
eratorship of the General Assembly. 

No changes are recommended in the 
present boards of Foreign Missions, Na- 
tional Missions, Christian Education, 
and Pensions. 

Dr. Robt. B. Whyte, of the Old Stone 
Church, Cleveland, has been chairman 
of the committee making the study. 


Oak Cliff Church 


Daniel Clark, of Dallas, Texas, 21- 
year-old student at Tillotson College in 
Austin, is one of few Negroes to have 
belonged to white Presbyterian, US, 
churches since separate Negro churches 
were established. Recently Clark was 
received into the Oak Cliff church in 
Dallas by unanimous vote of the Session. 
Thomas W. Currie is pastor of the Oak 
Cliff church. 

Clark wants to become a minister in 
the Presbyterian Church, but up until 
a few weeks ago there seemed to be no 


THOMAS W. CURRIE 
Churches long insensitive to a problem. 


4 





$2,000,000 Protestant Weekly 
Being Considered by Group 


Kansas City, Mo. (RNS)—Protestant 
church leaders from all over the coun- 
try met here recently to organize 
a cooperative group to establish and 
operate a national weekly Protestant 
newspaper. Plans now are for the Prot- 
estant representatives to buy and oper- 
ate The Protestant Voice, a publication 
owned by Dr. Homer Gettle, of Fort 
Wayne, Ind. The newspaper would be 
comparable to The Register, a chain of 
Roman Catholic weeklies which has a 
national edition published in Denver and 
more than 30 local diocesan editions. 
A spokesman said the paper would be a 
cooperative enterprise of the major 
Protestant bodies and would not be 
“anti” anything. It is estimated that 
$2,000,000 will be needed to operate the 
paper. 


Judd Urges Continued Aid for 
China Even Though Too Late 


New York (RNS)—Congressman 
Walter H. Judd, of Minnesota, told a 
world missions rally here that the Chris- 
tian faith alone stands a chance to win 
out against Communism. 

Addressing 16,000 persons at Madi- 





son Square Garden, the former medical 
missionary to China, declared that the 
Christian Church is the only organi- 
zation capable of grappling successfully 
with Communism ‘because it, too, is the 
custodian of a faith, and its faith does 
not go out to compel or enslave, but to 
persuade and to uplift.” 

Judd warned that the future of Chris- 
tian missions throughout Asia hangs in 
balance, and criticized the U. S. Govern- 
ment and some church leaders for 
adopting a non-intervention policy in 
the China civil war. 

Judd accused some church leaders of 
having been ‘‘drugged’’ by the Com- 
munist talk of agrarian reform, liber- 
ation and peace and democracy. 

‘“‘Land—peace—bread: those are the 
three things they offer everywhere,” he 
said. ‘‘But have they delivered? Show 
me one place, beginning with Russia 
herself, where the people have land or 
have’ peace.” 

The meeting closed a missionary cru- 
sade of the Foreign Missions Confer- 
ence started last October and carried 
into thirty-six key cities in this country 
and Canada. More than 30 major Prot- 
estant denominations took part in the 
gatherings which were aimed at increas- 
ing and revitalizing the work of foreign 
missions. 


in Dallas Receives Negro as Member 


way for him even to become a member 
of that church. The only Negro Pres- 
byterian, US, church in Texas is in 
Houston. He might have joined there. 
But the twenty-three elders in the Oak 
Cliff church in his home city solved his 
problem for him. 

According to accounts in the daily 
press, the pastor admitted that he faced 
a difficult problem. First he talked it 
over with members of the Session. He 
reminded them that the young people 
in their church were paying Clark’s 
tuition and expenses at Tillotson, a Con- 
gregational Christian Church institu- 
tion. Moreover, he went on, these same 
young people had already given several 
hundred dollars to help get Clark 
through Stillman Institute, the Presby- 
terian, US, college for Negroes in Ala- 
bama, before he entered Tillotson. 
Besides, Dan’s mother had worked at 
the church for some years and the 
church people had come to know Dan 
in that way. 

Newspaper comments quoted the Oak 
Cliff pastor as saying, ‘‘To my mind this 
is very inspiring. I’ve had many peo- 
ple tell me it was a grand thing. Of 
course, there were a few who didn’t 
like it.”’. Primary reason for the step, 
he said, was to allow Clark to become 
a minister in the US church and pos- 
sibly to organize a Negro church later 
in Dallas. 

“T think our churches have been in- 
sensitive too long to this Christian prob- 
lem, he said. “I think the church needs 


itself as an example of the Christian 
fellowship that it preaches. It is a 
mighty small step, but it is a begin- 
ning.” 

Just when Dan Clark may present 
himself as a candidate for the ministry 
to be taken under the care of Dallas 
Presbytery is not known, but the next 
meeting of that presbytery will be held 
in July. There are a number of Negro 
ministers who are members of white 
presbyteries in various parts of the 
church. 





DANIEL CLARK 
Wants to be a Presbyterian minister. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ The coming General Assembly will be asked to add its 


approval to the next forward step in interdenminatisnal cooperation— 


The National Council of Churches’ 


HE WEEK of November 28 through 
T December 2, 1950, bids fair to 
stand as one of the signal weeks 
in the history of American Protestan- 
tism. At that time, in some city yet to 
be announced, the most far-reaching 
merger of interdenominational agenices 
will be effected which has yet been 
seen. Then will the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the U. S. 
A. be a fact. Then will be provided 
more nearly than we have ever known 
the kind of interdenominational struc- 
ture that we would have from the be- 
ginning, if we were starting all over. 
Into the National Council will come 
our interdenominational educational 
agencies on all levels—home, church, 
community and higher—stewardship, 
home missions, missionary education, 
the broad-gauge program in the Federal 
Council of Churches, and almost cer- 
tainly, the United Council of Church 
Women. 


Started Ten Years Ago 


For ten years this movement has been 
underway. Various inter-council com- 
mittees had been studying some of their 
difficulties caused by needless separa- 
tion of these agencies. Then in 1941 
300 representatives, after long consid- 
eration, voted unanimously to recom- 
mend the creation of one _ inclusive 
agency to succeed all the separate agen- 
cies. 

Dean Luther A. Weigle, of Yale, head- 
ed the Committee on Further Procedure, 
drawing up a plan of merger and writing 
a Constitution. After months of study 
and numerous revisions, that Constitu- 
tion was submitted to the eight agen- 
cies in 1944 for study and ratification. 
Of the original eight agencies only the 
foreign missions cenference has failed 
to approve. (The United Council of 
Church Women will vote next fall.) 

In addition to the approval of the 
agencies, that of the member denomina- 
tions is also required. In the case of 
the Federal Council of Churches which 
approved the proposal some years ago, 
already 18 of its denominations, with 
a membership of 25,378,126, have ap- 
Proved, leaving eight churches with a 
total membership of less than 3,000,000 
which have not yet voted to approve. 
None of these has definitely declined to 
approve; six have not yet considered 
the proposal. 

Eight more denominations, plus those 
included above, through their Christian 
education board or agency, have ap- 
Proved participation through the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 


Present Conditions Demand It 


Leaders in this movement to bring 


MAY 23, 1949 


about a better coordination of interde- 
nominational effort, looking at the pre- 
sent situation, declare: 


That the lack of an integrated and 
coordinated strategy of church work 
is a limiting and weakening factor in 
many areas of the church’s service 
and influence; 

That existing interdenominational 
organizations on every level are lim- 
ited in their effectiveness, first, be- 
cause they represent only a part of 
the churches; second, because they 
represent only a part of the interests 
of the churches included in their con- 
stituency; third, because in different 
degrees they are all inadequately sup- 
ported; fourth, because their inter- 
relations are such that each is not suf- 
ficiently reinforced by the strength of 
all; 

That, in spite of all limitations, the 
cooperative movement as a whole is 
a striking demonstration of the grow- 
ing unity of the church and of the 
great actual and potential value of 
united effort. 


Four Objectives In View 


In view of these facts, therefore, it is 
time that the churches and their inter- 
denominational agencies moved toward 
the establishment of an inclusive agency 
of cooperation: 

1. To create an integrated cooperative 
movement for the _ service of the 
churches, 

2. To recognize the essential interde- 
nominational relatedness of the func- 
tions and interests of the existing na- 
tional interdenominational agencies. 

3 For increased efficiency and opera- 
tion. 

4. To demonstrate the churches’ desire 
for united action in the face of present 
world conditions. 

One evidence of the crying need of 
closer cooperation between these agen- 
cies is seen in the increasingly compli- 
cated inter-council efforts to deal with 
problems of mutual concern to several 
existing agencies. Take Evangelism, for 
instance. It is a concern of the Fed- 
eral Council which has a special depart- 
ment on it, but it is of equal concern 





HE PROPOSAL to unite existing na- 
tional inter-denominational agencies 
into one corporate body to form a 
National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America is one of 
the most significant steps taken by the 
Christian forces of America in this genera- 
tion. 

This plan has been under consideration 
for many years and has the official en- 
dorsement of most of the major denomina- 
tions and communions in the country. 

Since the idea originated with officers 
and representatives of the agencies them- 
selves, it is not something that is being 
superimposed upon them in any compul- 
sory manner but is simply the out-growth 
of efforts to achieve better coordination 
and increased statesmanship in our co- 
operative Christian enterprises. 

The important work now being con- 
ducted by the separate national interde- 
nominational agencies would, in the pro- 
posed plan, be conducted by various Di- 
visions and Departments of a_ unified 
agency with numerous Joint Departments 
serving all of the program units. 


tional cooperation. 





Sees Far Greater Service 





LUTHER A. WEIGLE 
Sees a commonsense program. 


The resultant impact of combined resources 
of cooperative Protestantism will, in my judgment, enable us to render far 
greater service both to the churches and to the nation at large. 

The plan does not in any sense involve the merger of denominations but 
is simply a commonsense program for more efficient channels of interdenomira- 


LUTHER A. WEIGLE, Chairman, 
Planning Committee for the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 














to Home Missions, Christian Education, 
Women’s organizations, etc. The same 
is true of such matters as juvenile delin- 
quency, family welfare, ministry to the 
aged, religious liberty, international jus- 
tice and goodwill, education for Chris- 
tian service, the church and economic 
life, town and country work, and many 
others. In order to meet these over- 
lapping opportunities and obligations it 
has been necessary for additional inter- 
denominational agencies to care for 
these inter-council responsibilities. But 
that simply cannot go on. 
In Public Relations 

Or, look at the field of public rela- 
tions. Perhaps in no department of 
American Protestantism is there a great- 
er need of coordination than in the wise 
The 
opportunity of combining resources in 
such fields as radio, film, publicity in the 
daily press, is simply overwhelming; 
and, at present, much of this opportu- 
nity is being lost because of the lack of a 
coordinated effort. One illustration. A 
single approach to the radio industry on 
behalf of Protestantism has always 
achieved far better results than could 
be achieved by multiple appeals from 
separate denominational agencies. 

The new National Council calls for 
various Divisions, Departments and 
Commissions, so arranged that the work 
of all existing agencies will be continued 


and wide use of communications. 


within the total framework. For in- 
stances, the Division of Christian Edu- 
cation will continue the work now car- 
ried on throughout the International 
Council of Religious Education and the 
National Protestant Council on Higher 
Education. The Division of Home Mis- 
sions will continue the work now being 
done by the Home Missions Council. 

Joint Departments and Commissions 

Many functions, however, will be com- 
bined in Joint Departments serving all 
units. For example, there will be com- 
bined departments for Field Work, Fi- 
nancial Promotion, Public Relations, Re- 
search and Survey, Evangelism, Stew- 
ardship, ete. All units will share in 
common administrative services with re- 
spect to such things as library, ship- 
ping, personnel. All Divisions may have 
representation in certain Joint Commis- 
sions dealing with projects such as In- 
ternational Justice and Goodwill, Race 
Relations, Religious Liberty, Town and 
Country Life. There will also be Co- 
ordinating Committees representing age- 
group interests such as Adult, Youth, 
Children. 

The resulting organization, it is felt, 
will be simplified in comparison with the 
overlapping activities of the present time 
but it will be sufficiently comprehensive 
as to continue all worthwhile functions 
and provide for new services. 

Everyone who knows much at all 





about the new National Council under. 
stands that it is not seeking to achieve 
any form of organic union of the 
churches. Instead of looking toward a 
merger of denominations, it will simply 
be a merger of existing interdenomina. 
tional agencies, each of which takes for 
granted the existence of separate de. 
nominations. The National Council of 
Churches proposes channels of coopera- 
tion, not organic union, as far as denom- 
inations are concerned. It does make 
possible the merging of national inter. 
denominational agencies, but even this 
will require no surrender of any sover. 
eignty which the denominations now ex- 
ercise through their own agencies. 

The National Council presupposes 
complete mutual respect for differences 
in faith and order while it seeks to de- 
velop the most efficient channels possible 
for cooperation in Christian life and 
work, 

The fact that this proposal has now 
been officially approved by practically all 
the interdenominational agencies and by 
the highest ecclesiastical bodies of 18 
of the major denominations in the Uni- 
ted States, and that 26 of the 33 state 
councils of churches have already ap- 
proved, indicates that the churches are 
ready to move forward together into a 
finer coordination of their already good 
efforts. 

All Protestant bodies are being urged 
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to keep November 26-December 2 in 
1950 clear so as to make possible the 
most inspiring meeting of Christian 
leaders ever seen on this Continent as 
the new National Council is formally es- 
tablished. 


Status of Presbyterians, US 


Presbyterian, US, status in regard to 
the National Council is shown as fol- 
lows: 

(1) Representatives of the Presbyte- 
rian, US, church at the last biennial 
meeting of the Federal Council of 
Churches recommended unanimously 
that their denomination enter the Na- 
tional Council. 

(2) The Religious Education Com- 
mittee has approved through the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 

(3) The Stewardship Committee has 
approved through the United Steward- 
ship Council. 

(4) The Foreign Missions Committee 
is not now affected since the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America 
will not yet be a part of the Council. 

(5) The Missionary Education Move- 
ment will be in the Council; no ratifica- 
tion was necessary in this case. 

(6) At the last report, the Presbyte- 
rian, US, Home Missions Committee 
had never voted on the _ proposal, 
though the Home Missions Council of 
North America has voted to enter the 
National Council with only a few dis- 
senting votes. 

(7) Christian (Higher) Education 
will be represented since the National 
Protestant Council on Higher Education 
has given final approval. 

(8) Women’s organizations will ex- 
press themselves when the United Coun- 
cil of Church Women votes next fall. 

At the present time, the Assembly will 
be asked by its representatives on the 
Federal Council to approve their recom- 
mendation that our church continue its 
cooperation with the other denomina- 
tions by a definite vote at this Assembly. 
The National Council is assured; its or- 
ganization date has_been set. So far as 
Presbyterians, US, are concerned, all 
they have to do now is to give formal 
approval of their own participation. 

With the overwhelming yote of the 
presbyteries last year (62-24) approv- 
ing the church’s cooperation in inter- 
denominational fellowship and service, 
and the same proportion (274-108) at 
the 1948 Assembly, it would seem that 
there it no uncertainty as to the earnest 
desire on the part of Southern Presbyte- 
rians to continue in vigorous support of 
a strong spirit of cooperation. 





*PICTURES in next columns: Mr. Har- 
mon is a native of Hattiesburg, Miss. He 
is now vice-president of the Motion Pic- 
ture Association of America, chairman of 
the finance committee of the Federal 
Council of Churches, and a leading officer 
in the Riverside Church, New York. Dr. 
Dawber is executive secretary of the Home 
Missions Council of North America. Dr. 
Payne is general secretary of Christian 
Education, Presbyterian, USA. 
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As Others See the National Council 


By FRANCIS 8S. HARMON* 


S A LAYMAN, I am enthusiastic 
about the plans for the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the U. S. A. The present situation 
with eight national interdenominational 
agencies plus a rapidly growing list of 
inter-council agencies is confusing to 
the average lay person in our churches. 

The lay members of our churches are 
interested in Christian Education, Mis- 
sions, Stewardship, Evangelism, Inter- 
national Justice, Social Welfare, Relig- 
ious Liberty and all the other projects 
of the existing agencies. The proposal 
to have one inclusive agency with di- 
visions and departments covering the 
various phases of cooperative church 
work is certainly in line with common- 
sense, efficiency and Kingdom strategy. 

We may be divided denominationally, 
but I see no reason why we should be 
divided interdenominationally. 





By MARK A. DAWBER* 


T SEEMS to me that we have come to the 
place where we must begin to simplify the 
organizational arrangements for the inter- 

denominational programs. There is such a 
multiplicity of meetings because of the sepa- 
rateness of these groups and in many instances 
much overlapping. 

The main argument that I see now for a Na- 
tional Council of Churches is that the situa- 
tion that confronts us in Protestantism de- 
mands the united impact of the agencies that 
represent Protestantism in its attempt at co- 
+ operation and counselling. No matter what 
the difficulty may be in achieving a united 
. church, there should be no difficulty in getting 
a united cooperative approach to certain com- 
mon tasks such as are represented by these 
several councils that are merging in the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 





By PAUL CALVIN PAYNE* 

UR CHURCHES have developed a tradi- 
O tional schism within themselves between 
the religious educators and the ecclesias- 
tics, so much so that a disturbingly large num- 
ber of pastors are indifferent—or uninformed 
about the church’s greatest evangelistic oppor- 
tunity, Christian Education. In the Presby- 
terian, USA, Church, in a given year, not less 
than 51% of all accessions on confession of 
faith come directly from the Sunday school. But 
even more significant is the fact that more than 
80 per cent of the names that stay on the active & 
roll are from this source. 
With the Sunday school still receiving only 
marginal attention from most pastors and theo- 
logical seminaries, yet yielding such rich fruits, 
what couldn’t happen if pastors and religious 
educators really got together and, each learn- 
ing from the others, worked effectively at the 
job? For this reason I have eagerly welcomed 
the merger of the ecclesiastical agency—the 
Wederal Council of Churches with the great national educational agency—the 

[nternationalCouncil of Religious Education. They need each other. 
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EDITORIAL 


New Leaders Appointed 


Appointments to important 
in the official family of the church have 
that 
up with 
editor-in- 
Com- 





positions 


recent days an- 
nouncements can hardly keep 
them: John L. Fairly from 
chief of the Religious Education 
mittee to director of the 
educational program, now succeeded as 
editor by Holmes Rolston, of Charlotte; 
D. J. Cumming, has been acting 
educational secretary of foreign mis- 
sions for the past year, has become edu- 
eational secretary without the word 
“acting’’ before it; Harvey Walters, of 
the Religious Education staff, now takes 
charge of young adult promotion and 
the family life department of the com- 
mittee, and Betty Currie, of the well- 
known Texas Curries, is to succeed Hen- 
rietta Thompson as associate in the same 
committee’s youth division with particu- 
lar responsibility for seniors. 

In all these appointments the church 
has been fortunate. With demanding 
assignments before them, these tried and 
tested leaders will bring to their new 
opportunities wisdom and the confidence 
of our people. 


come so fast in 


committee's 


who 


Know the USA Church 


No better introduction to the heart 
and spirit of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, can be found than in a book re- 
cently published. It is Lawyer-Modera- 
tor* by Wilbur La Roe, Jr., who was the 
USA Assembly’s Moderator two years 
ago. The book gives interesting high- 
lights of Mr. La Roe’s life but most of 
it takes you inside our sister church and 
shows you what it really is. It is re- 
quired reading for anyone who wants to 
know the USA church. 


*National Council of Presbyterian 
Men, 156 Fifth Ave., N. Y. $2. 


Chart of Progress 


Last week’s report In these columns 
from the ad interim committee studying 
the agencies of the church took so much 
space that editorial comment was pro- 
hibited. Very much comment on such a 
tremendous document would be out of 
the question. As it was, the recommen- 
dations by themselves ran to ten pages 
in this paper. 

At least we can say that the church 
should be grateful to this able commit- 
tee for a thorough report. No one will 
ever know the cost in time and effort 
which this work required of many of 
those members; nor can we comprehend 
the patience and the skill with which 
the involved task was approached and 
earried through by the committee. 

The over-all product demands our ad- 
miration. It looks in the direction of 
correcting many of the difficulties which 
have plagued the church for years—a 
confused and overlapping organization, 
unrelated efforts, mixed or inappropriate 
terminology, important omissions of 
agencies to carry on needed activities, 
ete. 

Among the more important recom- 
mendations in this report, it would 
seem, are those which re-align various 
committee functions and more logically 
relate them; those which fix responsi- 
bility, as in calling for the election of 
secretaries, not by the Assembly, but 
by the boards; those which limit tenure 
on Assembly agencies; those which are 
designed to provide Assembly-desig- 
nated resources in Assembly-designated 
proportions for Assembly-designated 
and an over-all council which 
ean correlate our work and plan well 
in advance for significant forward steps. 
These, of course, are only a few of many 
that could easily be named. 

If some disappointments are oc- 
casioned, that will be understood. A 
g00d many people, for example, may 
still be unable to see why woman’s 
work is to be a separate and distinct 
branch of the church if young people 
and men can be coordinated in the struc- 
ture of our organization; many will 
doubtless feel that a more thorough- 
going emphasis on an educational pro- 
gram, as contrasted with a promotional 
program, will yet await this ultimate 
goal. These who feel so, however, will 
nevertheless be grateful for the changes 


causes; 





in relationship and status which are 
recommended for this board. 

Some may well question whether g 
committee of the Assembly which jg 
made up of synod representatives should 
be subjected to limited tenure—asg jp 
the case of the Cooperation and Union 
Committee; they may feel that a synog 
should be permitted to have its chosen 
representative serve as long as the synod 
desires. That, of course, is relatively 
minor and could be easily changed. 

All in all, the church should look 
carefully at this important document. 
Not in many years, if ever, have we 
faced a more significant report. The 
care with which the agencies have been 
consulted and kept informed as the work 
has progressed and the evident wisdom 
of the total plan will encourage the 
General Assembly to add its hearty ap. 
proval to this chart of progress for the 
future. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Church and Civil Rights 


With a declaration that ‘American 
churches cannot properly stand apart” 
from the problem of civil rights for mi- 
norities, the Committee on Christian 
Relations of the Presbyterian Church 
of the United States (South) releases a 
report on ‘States’ Rights and Human 
Rights” which constitutes an important 
chapter in race relations. . . . The 
committee asserts that “the present-day 
claims of American minorities to full 
civil rights have a moral and historical 
basis’”’ as well as a constitutional found- 
dation. It urges churchmen to assume 
the educational task of seeing that the 
full heritage of democracy is extended 
to the Negro. 

The Presbyterian Church is not the 
only one that has raised its torch di- 
rectly over the. field of race relations. 
Its committee notes that ‘‘the Roman 
Catholic Church, long ago committed 
to equality where racial rights are at 
issue, is pressing toward this goal with 
mountaing zeal,’’ and that other Prot- 
estant denominations are taking stands 
in both ‘“‘word and deed.’ Yet this 
report emerges from a Southern back- 
ground and deals understandingly with 
the regional historical perspective. The 
South’s opposition to federally enforced 
civil rights is traced to the tragic era 
of Reconstruction, in which it has “deep 
and tenacious roots.” But here is 4 
Southern committee of churchmen say- 
ing that neither the crowning agony of 
that period nor its ‘“‘practical failures” 
were the Negro’s fault. 

Perhaps the most important point 
made by this committee for the South 
and for the nation is that the Negro is 
not known as well as he should be. The 
“curtain of segregation’? hides talented 
teachers, artists, poets, scholars and 
statesmen of the Negro race. The Pres 
byterian committee’s report is a docu- 
ment to help in drawing the curtain 
aside.—NEW YORK TIMES. 
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Seventh in a Series 


FOR BETTER FOR WORSE 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“He that sweareth unto his neighbor, 
and disappointeth him not .. . shall 
never fall.”.—Psalm 15, P. B. V. 


T THE SACRED MOMENT the 
couple standing there among the 
flowers may not listen closely to 

all that is being said. If they did, they 
might be shocked by some phrases. One 
of the most ancient and popular mar- 
riage services in the Protestant world 
contains the words “For better for 
worse.” Why the gloomy foreboding? 
Marriage, this marriage at any rate, is 
going to make all things better. For 
better—that goes without saying. But 
for worse .. .? 

Listen to the plaintive failures in the 
divorce courts. It all comes out to the 
same thing: If we had known how bad 
it was going to be, we would never have 
been married. We may have heard the 
words “for better for worse” but we 
meant no more than half of them. 

People who do not mean more than 
half of this promise are surely headed 
for failure. There is a ‘“‘worse’’ which 
is inevitable, somewhere, somehow. The 
church has been observing marriages 
for thousands of years now, and she 
knows that-no marriage is always and 
exclusively for the better. There will 
be some griefs, some sorrows, some diffi- 
culties which would not come without 
marriage and indeed are produced by 
it. The courage of the Christian mar- 
riage is shown here, that the man and 
the woman face the dark as well as the 
bright and will go through their 
shadows together; the cowardice of the 
non-Christian marriage is shown in the 
unwillingness of the couple to face the 
unpleasant or (if need be) the tragic, 
and go through with it no matter what. 


ES, BUT WHAT if the tragedy is 

all on one side? Suppose only 

one is to blame? Suppose the 
tragedy is that one of the couple will 
not take the load, will not face the 
dark? Suppose one of the two is the 
other’s load, the other’s darkness and 
sorrow? 

This may happen. It is more likely 
to happen than not, if one of the two 
is not a true Christian. When you stand 
before God and the witnesses, promising 





Presbyterian Junior College 


Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
paratory courses for tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration . One and two year commer- 
cial courses. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School. 


Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina 
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to take this man, or this woman, ‘‘for 
better for worse,’’ what you mean, or 
ought to mean, is also this: that you 
take this person whether he or she 
grows better or worse. Of course, if 
you are the bride, you expect him to 
be better. What woman ever married 
a man without some bright hope of re- 
forming him? Even the most devoted 
bride may be willing to admit to her- 
self that her hero is not perfect; but she 
feels that marriage will change all that. 
She confidently expects him to be bet- 
ter. And such is the natural arrogance 
of the human male that the groom, sub- 
consciously, expects his constant prox- 
imity to improve this girl whose few 
defects can so obviously be traced to 
her family or her girl friends. 

Better? Of course, when she is mar- 
ried to Me! 

But for worse—? No, that does not 
seem possible. The words are like a 
cold wind upon the wedding flowers. 
Nevertheless, many a man and many a 
woman has deteriorated in marriage. 
Year by year brings out the worst and 
suffocates the best. Year by year char- 
acter changes until in time one is al- 
most tempted to think that divorce is 
not even necessary, for the man or the 
woman now can hardly be recognized as 
the same person who was married ten, 
fifteen years ago. 


ET THIS need not happen. Like 
some other parts of the marriage 
service, these words sound a warn- 

ing beforehand, not to marry the wrong 





Davis and Elki 
nd Elkins College 
Elkins, West Virginia 

A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment.. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 


Character 








person. There are two kinds of “‘worse.”’ 
The worse in circumstances, the stresses 
and strains of adjustment, the sorrows 
and toils, the sickness and the drudgery, 
this kind of worse cannot be avoided. 
But the ‘‘worse’’ of character need not 
be... and will not be, in a truly Chris- 
tian marriage. The first Christian who 
ever wrote about these things, Saint 
Paul, advised his young friends to marry 
“only in the Lord.” The great reason 
for this inspired advice is that it is not 
the Christian, but the non-Christian, 
who is likely to grow worse. 


If you marry someone to whom Christ 
means nothing, who walks the dark 
road, who has an empty space in his 
heart where the Holy Spirit ought to 
be, you marry a person who will be 
sadly ravaged by the revenging years. 
But if you marry someone who has been 
born again, one who grows toward the 
‘“‘measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ,’’ you marry one who will al- 
ways be better, one who will grow in 
grace however long the years. 


AUGUSTA 
Military Academy 


Fort Defiance, Virginia 

One of America’s oldest and most dis- 
tinguished military schools, located in 
the heart of the beautiful Shenandoah 
Valley of Virginia. Prepares for all 
colleges, universities, and West Point 
and Annapolis. Grades 5-12. A War 
Department Honor R. O. T. C. School. 

Non-Denominational, but all Prot- 
estant cadets required to attend the 
Augusta Stone Church (Presbyterian), 
one of the nation’s oldest, each Sun- 
ay. 

For information and catalog, write 
Colonel Chas. 8S. Roller, Jr., Principal. 











SAVE THE PENNIES 


—and the dollars will take 
eare of themselves. 


Small amounts saved regu- 
larly pile up surprisingly fast. 


Open an account with us, and 
start adding to it regularly. It 
will give you a lot of pleasure 
to watch it grow. 


Virginia Trust Company 


821 East Main Street 
Richmond, Virginia 


Established 1892 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 














Flora Macdonald College 


Liberal Arts College with Conservatory of Music. 
Degrees: A. 
One- and Two-year Business Courses. 

Friendly, Christian Atmosphere. Moderate Charges. 


HALBERT M. JONES, Acting President 


Red Springs, N. C. 


B., B. S. in Home Economics, and B. Mus. 




















CAMPUS NEWS 


COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS 


Southwestern, Memphis, B. O. Wood, 
San Angelo, Texas, baccalaureate, May 
29; Professor Shields McIlwaine, N. Y. 
State Teachers College, alumni speaker, 
May 30; President Ernest C. Colwell, 
University of Chicago, commencement, 
May 31. 





BELHAVEN 
COLLEGE 


Liberal Arts College For Women 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
POSSESSING— 
Attractive Campus 
Modern Buildings 
Excellent Student Body 


STRESSING— Austin Seminary, Austin, Texas, Wil- 
Character liam M. Logan, Kerrville, Texas, May 
Culture 15; W. L. McColgan, Pine Bluff, Ark., 
Sound Scholarship May 18. 


Centre, Danville, Ky., Walter A. 
Groves, baccalaureate, June 12; Vice- 
President Alben W. Barkley, commence- 
ment, June 12. 

Arkansas, Batesville, Robt. L. Mc- 
Leod, baccalaureate, May 29; Ed. F. 
McFaddin, associate justice Arkansas 
Supreme Court, commencement, May 30. 

Greenbrier, Lewisburg, W. Va., Wil- 
liam A. Benfield, Louisville, Ky., May 
29; Raymond I. Lindquist, East Orange, 
N. J. May 30. 


For Catalog—wWrite: 
G. T. GILLESPTE, President 











RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE 


SCHOOL 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 

Fully accredited senior high school. 
Christian influences. © Moderate rates, 
Work opportunities. Scholarship aid. 

Robert H. Philp, Principal 
0. C. Skinner, President 











KING COLLEGE 


A fully accredited 4 year college. Coeducational. Presbyterian. Founded 1867. 
Liberal Arts. Sciences. Business. Education. Four types of Scholarships: (1) 
Competitive (2) Academic (3) Grant in Aid (4) Remunerative Work. 

For information and catalog write: 
R. T. L. LISTON, Pres., Box P, Bristol, Tennessee. 








Southwestern at Memphis 


Striving for the best in education and in 
spiritual values. 

An excellent investment for enduring and 
rewarding dividends, the enrichment of hu- 
man lives. 


Charles E. Diehl, President 











AUSTIN COLLEGE 
1849 — 1949 & 


TEXAS 


A strong, progressive Christian Liberal Arts College 
serving the Church through Christian Education. High 
academic standards maintained by a Christian faculty 
and student body. For information write: 

W. B. GUERRANT, President. 











Hampden-Sydney College 
A Tradition of Christian Principle 


A Standard of Educational Excellence 


A Dynamic of Personal Influence 





EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
Hampden-Sydney, Virginia. 











Schreiner Institute, Kerrville, Texas, 
Thomas B. Gallaher, May 29; President 
D. M. Wiggins, Texas Tech, Lubbock, 
May 31. 

Hampden-Sydney, Va., Episcopal 
Bishop F. D. Goodwin, June 5; Con- 
gressman Burr Harrison, June 7. 

Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga., T. 
B. Hay, Memphis, Tenn., H. H. Thomp 
son, Atlanta, May 22; President Mar- 
shall W. Brown, Presbyterian College, 
May 23. 

Presbyterian College, Clinton, S. C., 
S. Wilkes Dendy, Dalton, Ga., May 29; 
Clovis G. Chappell, Charlotte, N. C., May 
30. 

Presbyterian Junior College, Maxton, 
N. C., J. H. McKinnon, Concord, N. C., 
May 29; President Hunter B. Blakely, 
Queens College, May 31. 

Park College, Parkville, Mo., Wm. M. 
Elliott, Jr., Dallas, Texas, June 5; 
Russell J. Hopley, Omaha, Neb., June 6. 

Peace College, Raleigh, N. C., Dean C. 
K. Brown, Davidson College, May 28, 
(High school department); Armand L. 
Currie, Richmond, Va., Mrs. Hall Mor- 
rison, Kingsport, Tenn., May 29; Wal- 
lace M. Alston, Agnes Scott College, 
Decatur, Ga., May 30. 

Lees-McRae, Banner Elk, N. C., R. A. 
Brown, Bristol, Tenn., May 29; P. W. 
Alexander, May 30. 

Davidson, N. C., William V. Gardner, 
Atlanta, May 29; President A. Hollis 
Edens, Duke University, May 30. 

Union Seminary, Richmond, Va., 
Emmett B. McGukin, May 22; Attorney 
James W. Gordon, Richmond, May 24. 

Agnes Scott, Decatur, Ga., Marshall 
C. Dendy, Orlando, Fla., June 5; Mills 
B. Lane, Atlanta, June 6. 

Queens, Charlotte, N. C., Richard R. 
Potter, Sumter, S. C., June 5; Professor 
Arnold S. Nash, UNC, June 6, 

Flora Macdonald, Red Springs, N. C., 
Albert G. Edwards, Harrisonburg, Va., 
May 29; Professor Hornell Hart, Duke, 
May 31. 

Westminster, Fulton, Mo., Episcopal 
Bishop Frank A. Rhea, of Idaho, May 
29; President James L. Zwingle, Park 
College, May 30. 

Belhaven, Jackson, Miss., S. E. Me- 
Fadden, Tupelo, Miss., May 29; Presi- 
dent J. Ross McCain, Agnes Scott, May 
30. 

Assembly’s Training School, Rich- 
mond, Va., John A. Redhead, Greens 
boro, N. C., May 22; James A. Jones, 
May 23. 

Mary Baldwin, Staunton, Va., John N. 
Thomas, Richmond, Va., June 5; Presi- 
dent Francis P. Gaines, Washington and 
Lee, June 6. 

Montreat, N. C., Charles G. McClure, 
Charlotte, N. C., May 22; Janie W. Mc- 
Gaughey, Atlanta, May 23. 


RUBBER STAMPS 


DATERS and NUMBERERS 


NATIONAL SEAL WORKS 
1219 E. Main Richmond, Va. 
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Austin, Sherman, Texas, Dean James 
I. McCord, May 29; Truman G. Blocker, 
jr., May 30. 

Stillman, Tuscaloosa, Ala., Walter L. 
Lingle, May 29; Robert Hatch, Ala, 
Dept. of Education, May 30. 


HONORARY DEGREES 
TO BE AWARDED 


Southwestern, Memphis, Clyde C. 
Foushee, Memphis, Ernest D. Holloway, 
Monroe, La., Doctor of Divinity; Cecil 
M. Gooch, Memphis, S. J. Patterson, Jr., 
Richmond, Va., Doctor of Education; 
Bennett Harvie Branscomb, Nashville, 
Doctor of Laws. 

Westminster, Fulton, Mo., Edgar T. 
Wilkes, Chicago, Doctor of Divinity. 

Park, Parkville, Mo., Wm. M. Elliott, 
Jr., Dallas, Texas, Doctor of Humani- 
ties; Russell J. Hopley, Omaha, Doctor 
of Laws. 

Arkansas, Batesville, F. R. Young, 
Malvern, S. H. Salmon, Mt. Pleasant, 
Texas, Doctor of Divinity; Dean Harry 
King, Arkansas College, Doctor of Edu- 
cation. 

Presbyterian, Clinton, S. C., S. Wilkes 
Dendy, Dalton, Ga., Richard R. Potter, 
Sumter, S. C., Doctor of Divinity. 

Austin, Sherman, Texas, Frank M. 
Taylor, Durant, Okla., R. Matthew Lynn, 
Midland, Texas, James I. McCord, 
Austin Texas, Doctor of Divinity; Mrs. 
C. S. Harrington, Houston, Texas, Doc- 
tor of Humanities; Truman G. Blocker, 
Jr., Doctor of Science. 








MONTREAT COLLEGE 


Four Year College for Women 
Controlled by the Mountain Retreat Association 
Christian Atmosphere High Scholastic Goals 
Low Expenses Work Scholarships 
One- or Two-Year Secretarial Course 
MONTREAT SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
College Preparatory School 
Accredited by Southern Association of Colleges 
j and Secondary Schools 
- Located in the “Land of the Sky,’’ Western North Carolina 


J. RUPERT McGREGOR, President Montreat, N. C. 








TABB, BROCKENBROUGH & RAGLAND 


T. GARNETT TABB THOMAS W. BROCKENBROUGH STUART RAGLAND 


, 


GENERAL 
INSURANCE 


1101 EAST MAIN STREET 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 
Telephone 2-6546 











A Good Way to Keep 


Your Home Life 


Happy 


is through regular saving. Have 
you ever tried saving FIRST, .. . 
then spending? A savings account 
teaches thrifty habits, and en- 
courages the handling of money 
wisely and well. Start a savings 
account today and make regular 
deposits—the secret of saving suc- 


cess. 


STATE-PLANTERS 


Bank and Trust Company 
RICHMOND °- 
Established 1865 
Member Federal Deposit 


Insurance Company. 





FOLLOW THE ARROW to 


TRAUS 
ERVICE 


CHURCHES °* HOSPITALS ° INSTITUTIONS * HOTELS 
RESTAURANTS * SUMMER CAMPS 









2-PIECE BATTERY COFFEE URN— 
Always serve delicious coffee. Our 
wide selection will fulfill your needs. 
Available with Glass, Pyrex, Stone, 
Stainless Steel or China liners. Gas or 
electric heat. Available in various 
sizes and combinations. 


SHORT ORDER RANGE—Bake, Roast, 
Broil, and Fry all on one range, with 
Heat Regulator for each oven. For 
Mfg., Natural or Bottled Gas heat. 
Other sizes and styles available for 
Gas, Electric, Coal, or Wood heat. 
Available in various sizes and combina- 
tions. 

SEE OUR COMPLETE LINE OF EQUIPMENT 

CHINA, SILVER, GLASSWARE AND SUPPLIES 


. Refrigerators . Carbonators Ranges . Dishwashers 
Otte Chests Soda Fountains Steam Tables . Tables and Chairs 


THE STRAUS CO., Inc. 


1004-06-08 East Cary Street 
RICHMOND 19, VA. PHONE 2-6536 E 
Write for Our New 1948 Catalogue or our District Representative Who Will 
Call to Be of Service 
FROM A TEASPOON TO A COMPLETE INSTALLATION 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


C. J. McClendon, who has been on 
furlough at Mission Court, Richmond, 
Ja., is en route to resume his duties at 
Teloloapan, Guerrero, Mexico. 

William B. Young, at Fairmount-Hoge 
Memorial church, Richmond, Va., will 
become pastor of the Fairlawn church, 
Radford, Va., June 1. 

Charles H. Gibboney from Norfolk, 
Va., to 115 16th St., N. W., Atlanta, Ga., 
where he became educational secretary 
of Home Missions (See also below). 











A FORWARD STEP 


For most of us, the first step toward 
realization of an ambition is the de- 
termination to save something—no 
matter how little—each month. Time 
goes fast. Small amounts result in 
worthwhile totals. Start your Sav- 
ings Account here. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


H. HITER HARRIS, President 
Capital and Surplus Six Million Dollars 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 








Robert B. Rock, formerly of the USA 
Presbytery of Elizabeth (N. J.) has 
been installed as pastor of the Broad- 
way, N. C., and Salem churches. 

Cameron D. L. Mosser, formerly of 
Atkinson, N. C., is now pastor of the 
Westminster church, Greensboro, N. C. 

A. M. Moore, formerly of Clayton, Ga., 
has been installed as pastor of the Cuba, 
Ala., group of churches. 

George Burrell Davidson and Robert 
Rumley Wallace, two laymen, were or- 
dained to the ministry by Tuscaloosa 
Presbytery recently. Mr. Davidson, an 
elder in the Tuscaloosa, First, church, 
has been serving a group of churches 
near Tuscaloosa for some time; Mr. 
Wallace has been city attorney for the 
City of Meridian, Miss., for several 
years. 

H. L. Sneed from Moncks Corner, S. 
C., to 423 Parkview Drive, Marietta, Ga. 

Charles R. McCain from Edinburgh, 
Scotland, to Cr. Wagon-Litz Cook, Bei- 
rute, Lebanon. 


Marion G. Bradwell, Réynolda, N. C., 
has become pastor of the Waycross, Ga., 
church. 

Ernest L. Helsley, Austin Seminary 
senior, will be installed as pastor of the 
Lake Jackson, Texas, church June 19. 

Willliam M. Belk from Pulaski, Tenn., 
to 106 E. Church St., Orlanda, Fla. 

W. G. Thomas from Mt. Holly, N. C. 
to 40 Vermont, Asheville, N. C. 

Wayne W. Gray Caruthersville, Mo., 








Dial 3-2887 








The Truth vs. Fiction 


Like everyone else in the professional world, our profession has 
at times been subject to criticism. The testimony of the many 
families we have served for years in this community comprise our 
answer. We shall be glad to discuss at any time with the people we 
serve any subject brought up in such articles. 


HENRY W. WOODY 


FUNERAL HOME 


Richmond, Va. 
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to 1600 Fairmont Blvd., Knoxville 17, 
Tenn., effective May 25. 

M. C. Patterson, formerly of the Third 
church, Greenville, S. C., is now serving 
the Columbia, Tenn., church. 

D. Burke Kerr, Lynnhaven, Va., has 
accepted a call to the South Louisville, 
Ky., church effective June 12. 


FROM ELDER TO MINISTER 

When Albert Sidney Johnstone re. 
signed his position as personnel officer 
of the Federal Reserve Bank in Rich- 
mond, Va., two years ago, he was 63 
years old—before retirement age—but 
instead of thinking in terms of retire. 
ment he had made his plans to enter 
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia 
as a student. Recently he was ordained 
to the ministry in his own Grace Cove- 
nant church where he had long been 
one of the leading elders. At that serv. 
ice he was ordained by a commission 
made up, in part, of Paul Montgomery, 
a fellow-elder at Grace Covenant and 
moderator of presbytery; his present 
pastor, Clem E. Bininger; and two for- 
mer pastors, John N. Thomas and John 
H. Marion, Jr., both of whom were 
called by committees of which Mr. John. 
stone had been chairman. All during 
his seminary course he stayed at the top 
of his class in quality of work done. 
Now, wherever he fills a_ pulpit, his 
hearers recognize him as an able and 
effective preacher. 


PREVUE 

Charles H. Gibboney, now of Atlanta, 
editor of the forthcoming Christian Liv- 
ing, monthly devotional type magazine 
which will be published in Norfolk, Va., 
has sent to ministers and others prevue 
copies of his publication which is called 
‘““A monthly digest magazine.”’ 


BACCALAUREATE 

B. Herman Dillard, pastor of the 
Green Street church, Augusta, Ga., will 
preach the baccalaureate sermon at the 
School of Medicine of the University of 
Georgia June 5. 


HONORED AT MARYVILLE 

Marcel Pradervand, Geneva, Switzer- 
land, executive secretary of the Presby- 
terian World Alliance, now visiting in 
this country, was awarded the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Divinity at Mary- 
ville College, Tenn., May 18. He will 
speak at the coming meeting of the Gen- 
eral Assembly at Montreat. 


DEATHS 

John Pegram Anderson, 86, Bristol, 
Tenn., died in Bristol March 29. At the 
time of his death he was the oldest liv- 
ing graduate of King College. Before 
his retirement in 1932, Dr. Anderson’s 
last active pastorate was at Murphy, 
N. C. 

Charles Hay Morton, 72, died at his 
home in Kirkwood, Mo., May 7. Dr. 
Morton, at the time of his death, was 
serving the Des Peres and Dardenne 
churches near St. Louis. 
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BIBLE STUDY 


—_—_— 





Watching and Praying in 


Gethsemane 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MAY 29, 1949 
Mark 14:32-52 


On Thursday Jesus ate his last supper 
with the disciples. During its course he 
warned them that he was about to be 
betrayed into the hands of his enemies, 
and at the conclusion of the meal, he 
took bread and said, ‘‘This is my body 
which is broken for you’’; he then passed 
the cup and said, “This is the blood of 
the New Covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the remission of sins.’’? He 
then spoke his farewell words to his 
disciples (John 14-16) and offered his 
final prayer (John 17) and walked out 
with his disciples toward the Mount of 
Olives. On the way he quoted with some 
modifications the words of Zechariah 
13:7 and warned his disciples that all 
of them would be offended in him that 
very night (the meaning of “offend” 
here is that they would come under 
such severe testing that their loyalty 
would weaken and they would fall). 
When Peter protested, Jesus declared 
that before the cock should crow, Peter 
would deny him thrice. Peter continued 
to protest, and with greater heat, that 
this would never happen. 


I, The Agony in Gethsemane, 14:32-42 


About midnight Jesus and his disci- 
ples came to a place called Gethsemane, 
meaning the oil press, evidently an olive 
orchard, with press attached. The 
Fourth Gospel implies that it was a fa- 
vorite haunt of Jesus and the Twelve, 
and so probably a garden belonging to a 
personal friend. 

There Jesus left the main group and 
went forward with Peter and James and 
John. These were~the three disciples 
on whom the Master mainly relied and 
with whom he had shared some of his 
most intimate experiences—the trans- 
figuration, for example. He left the rest 
of the disciples on this occasion that 
he might pray, and he evidently hoped 
and expected that the three men on 
whom the continuation of his cause so 
largely depended would likewise engage 
in prayer. We observe once more how 
much prayer meant to our Lord. In the 
great crises of his life—before he em- 
barked on his first Galilean tour (Mk. 
1:35), before he chose the Twelve (Lk. 
6:18), before he posed his great ques- 
tion, “Who do you say that I am?” (Lk. 
9:18), before his transfiguration (Lk. 
9:29), before he faced the cross—he 
spent long seasons in prayer. If prayer 
was so necessary to him, how much more 
to us! 

As the disciples later recalled the in- 
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cident they remembered that Jesus be- 
gan “to be greatly distressed and trou- 
bled”’ (so the Revised Standard version). 
Distressed and troubled at what? We 
cannot penetrate into the depths of 
Jesus’ mind and heart at any time and 
particularly in this solemn and porten- 
tous moment. It may very well be, how- 
ever, that what troubled and disturbed 
him was “his rejection by men, their 
fierce hatred of him, his isolation of 
spirit, even among his own, all these 
things coming to the Son of Man, the 
lover of his kind, whose whole life was 
wrought by love into the fibre and tissue 
of the common human life, and was in- 
dividual in no sense.” ‘‘My soul is very 
sorrowful, even to death,’ he said to 
his three friends; ‘‘remain here and 
watch.’”’ It may be that he wanted them 
to prevent him from being disturbed in 
his further communion with the Father; 
it seems from what follows, however, 
that he wanted them to watch and pray 
that they too might be prepared for the 
coming crisis. 

The burden of his own prayer was 
that, if it were possible, without loss to 
the divine purpose, the cup might be 
removed from him, but only if it were 
so possible. The cup signified his ap- 
proaching death and all that it involved. 
It was not merely or chiefly the physical 
horrogs of a cruel death that weighed 
upon his soul, or even the defeat of his 
hopes. As Salmond says, ‘‘We must view 
‘Jesus’ feelings largely as the outcome 
of his Messianic experience and con- 
sciousness. We must see the rejection 
by God’s people and the death virtually 
at its hands from which he shrank with 
such agony of soul, in the light of his 
representative function as the bearer of 
the Father’s message of goodwill and 
love to his erring children.” (cf. Luke 
23:27-31). Rejection of Jesus meant 
rejection of God’s love and rejection of 
God himself. The cup then was not 
Jesus’ death on the cross, but his death 
in consequence of men’s sin. In his own 
heart he felt the consequences as no sin- 
ner could do; for on the one hand he 
loved the sinful race as no other had 
done and recognized as no other one 
could what separation from God in- 
volved; and on the other hand he so 
loved God that he saw sin and all it 
meant to him as God alone can see it. 

‘All things are possible to thee,’”’ Je- 
sus declared as he began his prayer. Yes, 
God could have sent ten legions of an- 
gels and saved Christ from the cross. 
He could have confounded the machi- 


nations of his enemies. But something 
more was involved, and so Jesus prayed, 
‘not what I will, but what thou wilt.” 
So with us. Everything is possible with 
God, but there are certain things, which, 
because they are inconsistent with God’s 
purposes for mankind, will not be 
granted. 


Il. Jesus’ Arrest, 14:43-52 


Just as Jesus brought his prayer to a 
close, Judas came into the garden with 
an irregular body of men gathered to- 
gether by the representatives of the San- 
hedrin and armed with swords and clubs, 
Evidently the authorities were prepared 
for resistance, if not a popular uprising. 
That these fears were not entirely with- 
out ground is shown by the sequel—at 
least one sword was drawn and one 
member of the arresting party was 
wounded. 

Not all the mob knew Jesus by sight 
and there was a possibility that he might 
escape unrecognized in the darkness. 
Judas, therefore, according to the pre- 
arranged plan, stepped forward, greeted 
Jesus as his Master, and kissed him. A 
kiss was the normal greeting of affec- 
tion between a teacher and scholar. It 
was given on the head rather than on 
the face. 

The leaders of the mob followed Ju- 
das closely, seized Jesus roughly and put 
him under arrest. The disciples, over- 
whelmingly outnumbered, prepared to 
defend him. Two of them were armed 
with short swords or knives. One of 
them, Simon Peter, drew his weapon, 
struck out valiantly at the nearest of 
the mob, aiming to cleave his skull. His 
aim was bad, however, or his intended 
victim managed to dodge in the nick of 
time, so that the sword scraped the side 
of his head and cut off his right ear. 
Peter doubtless would have struck again, 
had not Jesus rebuked him for his im- 
petuosity, and commanded his disciples 
to cease their resistance. 

Jesus reproached the leaders of the 
mob for coming against him with swords 
and clubs, as though he were a robber 
skulking in the brush, when they had 
every opportunity to arrest him publicly. 
He then pointed out that all this was 
come to pass that the Scriptures might 
be fulfilled. These words are important 
for they indicate Jesus’ conception of 
the nature of his mission. The Scrip- 
ture that he had in mind was probably 
Isaiah 53:6-9, 12; Zechariah 13:7; 
Psalm 22. The disciples could not un- 
derstand such an attitude. While Jesus 
chided his captors, they all forsook him 
and fled. 

It is easy to criticize the disciples for 
their cowardice. Flight came, however, 
only after Jesus had forbidden them to 
offer any resistance. Prevented from 
helping him, it was at least natural that 
they should seek safety in flight. As 
A. T. Robertson points out, 


‘*Peter’s conduct in trying to cut off 
the head of a servant of the high priest 
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Caiaphas exposed him to arrest also. 
When Judas and his mob came, Jesus 
had made a plea for their freedom (John 
18:8) but no promise of immunity had 
been given. If Jesus could be taken a 
prisoner by the Sanhedrin there was no 
safety for them save flight. But what 
about their vows of loyalty to the death 
made some hours before on this very 
night? And in particular what about 
Peter’s boast that he would go with 
Jesus both to prison and to death? Cir- 
cumstances alter cases, to be sure, and 
they were caught all of a sudden, so to 
speak. So Peter’s flight follows his fight. 
The disciples are in a panic, a rout, and 
they run for their lives.’ 


Among those who lingered last was a 
lad, probably John Mark, the author of 
the Gospel, in whose home Jesus had 
eaten the Last Supper. Very likely Ju- 
das had led them first to the house. 
Mark had been aroused and having no 
time to dress had followed the crowd 
with only a linen cloth thrown hastily 
about him. His courage sank when his 
obvious sympathy for the prisoner led 
to hands being laid upon himself. 
Squirming out of his captor’s hands, he 
fled into the darkness, naked, leaving 
his astonished opponents holding noth- 
ing but the linen cloth. 


Ill. ‘‘Unanswered” Prayer 


The experience of Jesus in the Garden 
of Gethsemane throws light on the ‘‘un- 
answered” prayer. Jesus promises us, 
“Ask and you shall receive,’’ yet many 
times we go to God in prayer and God 
does not give us the things for which 
we ask. There are many men, there- 
fore, who give up prayer and all the ad- 
vantages that prayer might bring to 
them because no matter what you ar- 
gue they say that in their own experi- 
ence prayer has failed. At one time or 
another, in one way or another, unan- 
swered prayer becomes a problem in the 
life of us all. 

Jesus’ example reminds us that peti- 
tion is only a very small part of prayer. 
We find in the Bible many different 
types of prayer—adoration, thanksgiv- 
ing, confession, consecration, and com- 
munion, as well as petition. Prayer did 
not mean to Jesus that God would give 
him everything he asked. When he 
prayed, he met Someone. He came in 
contact with God. So it is with us. 
Prayer is not chiefly asking God for 





CHURCH BUILDING 
LITERATURE 
Free list, more than 100 items by Inter- 


denominational Bureau of Architecture. 
Send card. 


E. M. CONOVER, Director 
207 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y, 








Worship Folders 


For special days and general use. Lith- 
ographed on good stock suitable for 
mimeographing. 
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Get your copy today! 
ECCLESIASTICAL ARTS PRESS 


Louisville 12, Ky. 


request. 
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things. It is the loftiest experience 
within the reach of any human soul— 
conscious communion or fellowship with 
the Infinite God. Those of us who have 
learned to pray through Jesus Christ 
know that God does hear and uan- 
swer prayer. But if it were a fact that 
no one of our prayers were ever an- 
swered, there would still be no reason 
why we should abandon prayer—for pe- 
tition is only one little province in the 
vast kingdom of prayer, 

Jesus’ experience reminds us, again, 
that the Bible itself is full of unanswer- 
ed prayer. Moses prayed that he might 
be allowed to carry the children of Israel 
into the Promised Land, but he died on 
Mount Nebo’s top, on this side of the 
Jordan. Paul prayed that the thorn 
might be taken from his flesh, but he 
bore it all the days of his life. Jesus 
prayed that the cup might be taken from 
his lips and then went out and drank it 
down to the very dregs. (Cf, Ps. 22:1-2; 
Hab. 1:2. Lam. 3:44.) Not only does 
the Bible give us these examples of un- 
answered prayer but it tells us plainly 
that there are certain classes of our 
prayer which we cannot even expect God 
to answer (cf. James 4:3; Job 27:8-9; 
Ps. 66:18.) 

When we think about it for a moment 
we recognize that there are many rea- 
sons why God cannot answer all of our 
prayers. For one thing, at our worst we 
pray selfishly; even at our best we often 
pray ignorantly, frequently at cross pur- 
poses one with the other. It would be 
better, therefore, to say, not that God 
refuses to answer our prayer, but sim- 
ply to realize that ‘‘No” is often just as 
real, and sometimes a better answer 
than ‘“‘Yes.”’ Phillips Brooks has pointed 
out that every true prayer has its fore- 
ground and its background. The fore- 
ground of prayer is the request ef the 
soul for some particular blessing; the 
background of prayer is the acceptance 
of God’s will, whatever that may be, Je- 
sus’ prayer in the Garden of Gethsem- 
ane is the perfect example. In front 
burns the strong desire to escape death 
and to live; in the background there is 
the intense craving of Jesus’ whole na- 
ture for the doing of God’s will, what- 
ever that may be. Leave out the fore- 
ground of prayer, let there be no ex- 
pression of the will of him who prays 
and our prayer becomes pure submission 
which is almost fatalism; leave out the 
background of prayer, let there be no 
acceptance of God’s will as best, and 
our prayer becomes merely the uncor- 
rected choice of the self will. It is only 
when the two stand there together, the 
special petition resting on the universal 
submission, the universal submission 
flowering out into the special petition, 
that the picture is perfect and the prayer 
complete. 

Another reason why God does not 
answer all of our prayers is because so 
often we attempt to make our prayers 
a substitute for thought or for work. 
There are some things that God will do 





through a man only when he thinks, 
there are some things he will do through 
a man only when he works, there are 
some things he will do through a man 
only when he prays—but no one of thege 
three can ever quite take the place of 
the other two. 

God does not answer other prayers 
because we are not persistent enough in 
our praying. It is not that we must beg 
God for his gifts, but there are some 
things he cannot give us until we haye 
prepared our hearts to receive them py 
earnest, persistent prayer. 

But there is one sense in which God 
will always answer prayer. If for any 
reason he cannot answer the petition 
he will always answer the man. If we 
are living our lives at all close unto God, 
we will find that he, on his part, is al- 
ways ready to do one of two things— 
either he will change the circumstances 
or else he will change us. That was 
what Martin Luther meant when he said, 
“A Christian knows he is not refused 
what he has asked for, but that God 
gives him strength to bear his troubles 
and to overcome them, which is just the 
same thing as taking them away and 
making them no longer misfortune or 
distress seeing that they have been over- 
come.”’ 

That was the experience which the 
Apostle Paul had. He prayed that God 
would remove the thorn from his flesh 
and God did not answer that petition, 
but he answered Paul, the man. He said, 
to him, ‘‘My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weak- 
ness.’’ ‘‘For the sake of Christ, then,” 
said Paul. ‘I am content with weak- 
nesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and calamities, for when I am_ weak, 
then I am strong.” 

That was also the experience of Jesus. 
He prayed that God might take the cup 
from his lips, and God did not answer 
that petition, but he answered Jesus. 
Jesus went out from the Garden of 
Gethsemane with a steadiness that no 
suffering could shake, with a loyalty 
to his cause that no danger could relax, 
with a magnanimity that neither jibe, 
nor jeer, nor insult could embitter, and 
with a peace in his soul that not even 
the cross could destroy. 

As we follow Jesus from the Garden 
in Gethsemane to the cross on Calvary 
we know that there is nothing that 
prayer cannot accomplish for the man. 
So if for any reason God cannot answer 
our petitions he is always ready to an- 
swer us. ‘Ask, and it will be given you; 
seek and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you.” After all, that 
is the kind of religion that we need; 
not one that will give us everything we 
ask, but one, which in all the experi- 
ences of life will help us to play the 
man and to do a man’s work in the 
world, and that will open to us the in- 
finite reservoirs of God’s love and God’s 
power. 

(Scripture quotations are from the 
Revised Standard Version.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE REAWAKENING OF CHRIS- 
TIAN FAITH. By Bernard FE. Meland. 
The Macmillan Company, New York, 
1949. 125 pp. $2.00. 

This is a stimulating and inspiring 
book which deserves thoughtful read- 
ing and study by all who are interested 
in contemporary trends in the world of 
thought. The first chapter is a survey 
of contemporary trends in literature and 
theology, but unlike most surveys the 
author has discovered a meaning in the 
frustrations of the modern world, 
namely, a new understanding of the 
Christian faith as the ultimate answer 
to the human problem. 

The second chapter, ‘“‘The Meaning of 
the Christian Faith,” is an effort to re- 
interpret the Christian faith in terms of 
the controlling concepts of the present. 
Even those who may not agree with him 
here will still find him stimulting and 
suggestive. The final chapter on ‘‘Un- 
derstanding our Existence” is a very 
fine interpretation of the Christian im- 
plications of Whitehead’s philosophy, 
which he believes along with many 
others, will become as formative for 
Christian thought in our time as Aris- 
totle was for a former period. The lay 
reader need not be frightened away from 
this book by its philosophical tone be- 
cause it is written in a clear concise and 
readable style. 





HERBERT S. TURNER. 
Staunton, Va. 


SING WELL—SPEAK WELL. By J. 
Albert Fracht and Emmett Robinson. 
Remson Press Division, Chemical Pub- 
lishing Co., Inc., Brooklyn, 1948. 178 
pp. $3.75. 

Using an informal colloquial style, 
these authors have developed a manual 
on the technique of good singing and 
speaking. An amateur would find in 
these pages a great deal of self-help in 
breathing, diction, reading music, and 
interpreting music. 

JAMES SYDNOR. 


~ 


Richmond, Va. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER IN THE BI- 


BLE. By H. G. Moss. Longman’s, Green 
and Co., London. 197 pp., $2.00. 

This is a study of the Lord’s Prayer 
phrase by phrase, petition by petition; 
but it is not primarily a devotional book; 
although it might be used as such, for 
the material is handled in such a way 
that it lends itself to meditation. 

The author endeavors to do two things 
with the Lord’s Prayer: First, to set it 





Statesville, North Carolina 

A co-educational institution distinc- 
tive in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. 
Founded in 1856. Fully accredited 
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against the background of the other Enriching Worship. A. J. William 
prayers of Jesus; and, second, to inter- Myers. Harper. $3.50. 
pret the various phrases in the prayer Slavonic Encyclopaedia, Edited by 
from the teachings of Jesus and the oe ph wap pe gyn Soom at 
7 . Ss. ewis: Apostle to e eptics. 
teachings of the Apostles. Chad Walsh. Macmillan. $2.50. 
The student will find in this book 
much that will be intellectually stimu- 
lating, but the casual reader will also CLASSIFIED 
discover here much that will be helpful SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
address. Minimum: $2, cash with order. 
to him in his private prayer life. The 











chapter on “Thy Kingdom Come” is BOOKS 
worth the price of the book. opeantian wibianeiiaanh sect Seat 
RE Ss ur ed. en 
JULIAN LAKE, list or write for details. Baker Boek 
Bristol, Tennessee. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 








BOOKS RECEIVED 


Grace Sufficient. Frances Mary Hum- 
phrey. Exposition Press. $2.00. 

The Sanctity of Sex. Frank A. Lawes. 
Good News Publishers. $1.00. 

Change Your Life Through Love. Stella 
Terrill Mann. Dodd, Mead and Co, $2.00. 

Evangelism According to Christ. Gaines 
S. Dobbins. Harper. $2.50. 

The Best of Alexander MacLaren. Gaius 
Glenn Atkins. Harper. $2.00. 

The Holy Imperative. Winston L, King. 
Harper. $2.50. 








*Any book in print 
may be secured by 
your book store. 
*Supplies for churck 
and Sunday school 
are handled by your 
book store. 

Free catalogs upon 
request. 

*Profits go to the 
Religious Education 
program of the 
Charch. 

*Order from Presby- 
terian Book Stores. 
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. BOOKS cf REMEMBRANCE ~ 


Keep a record of church history 
and beneficiaries in a beautifully hand- ] 








V7 tooled Book of Remembrance, en- 
a) grossed in gold and color. Shown in 
Nog a velour-lined, fluorescent-lighted re- 
es pository, such a book adds beauty and 
an dignity to your church. 


¢ Engrossed designs are available, too, 
for honor rolls and resolutions. 

We can also serve you with fine 
church furnishings and stained glass 


windows. Send for our free catalog. * presbyterian 


: =: book stores 
WHitTEno RE ASSOCIATES, AC. richmoHiag,va: -dallas 1 tex. 























THE ACME DIME COLLECTORS 


FOR ENCOURAGING EVEN YOUR MOST IMPORTANT PROJECTS 


>, Help may be secured in multiplied small amounts by 

using Our Dime Booklets. Attractive, Strong; Inexpen- 

sive—they offer you a popular and successful method. 
CHURCH BUILDER—Collects 50 Dimes 


eans $5, 


illed 000 
aay GLEANER—Collects 4 Dimes 
boc eee HAND— 


— HELPER— - 30 S 
DOLLAR IN DIMES—*< mm 


) OC) Descriptive circular and samples on request 
Pp —/ GOODENOQUGH & WOGLOM CO. 


150 Nassau St. New York 














































Your’campers, also, will benefit 
from our specialized direct-mail 
claim service. Let us pay their med- 
ical bills for illness and accident. 


Gives each camper broad cover- 
age e protects during travel e is 
easily adjusted to your situation e 
and is approved by camp men 
throughout the country e write 

details. 


BROTHERHOOD Ue ee ee 


ERPOADWAY AT-WAYNE FORT WAYNE 2. INDIANA 
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Student Body, Faculty, and Administration—1948 


THE BUILDING OF 
MEN OF 
CHRISTIAN CHARACTER 
and 
THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF BUILDINGS OF 
STEEL AND STONE 


es ae 


a 
itis 


Gymnasium Under Construction. 





The Essentials of Education Are: 


TEACHERS—STUDENTS—SUBJECTS 
+ 
ADEQUATE FACILITIES IN WHICH THE THREE CAN MEET 


For 112 years Davidson has tried to meet the essential requirements of 
its students and faculty in physical equipment. The Davidson College 
Development Program now in progress is designed to care for the increas- 
ing needs of the present and immediate future. 











Yes, the job is being done... 


both in the building of men of Christian character and the construction 
of buildings in steel and stone, but we are not sure that the latter effort can be completed. $800,000 
is still needed to take care of Davidson's minimum needs. No gift is too small and no Presbyterian 
too poor to be interested. 


J. R. CUNNINGHAM, D. D., LL. D., Pres., _DAVIDSON COLLEGE, DAVIDSON, N. C. 
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